COMICS 




****, 
***«*««»_. 




,-_-\.v>- 



DflRlNG?i 



r 4tf 



I 



"HIVERSLEPI 






t»-2 



-l 






Motildo, the young speckled hen, hod a mind 
of her own. She did not believe in anything she 
could not see or hear or smell or taste or feel. And 
she let everybody know it. 

When Caesar, the big red rooster, told her about 
the fox thot lived in the woods behind the hen 
house, Matilda laughed. 

"I'm not falling for any goofy gog like that," she 
so id- 
Caesar strutted angrily away. When he called 
the rest of his flock to breakfast in the wheat field, 
Matilda stayed behind. 

'There's something in those woods that Caesar 
wants for himself," she told herself. "But I'M not 
going to be scared away by bogey stories. I 'm going 
to see for myself." 

The woods did not look at all scary as Matilda 
came near them They gave off o cool, sweet scent 
of pine needles, and the bushes in front of them 
waved gently in the summer breeze. They were 
raspberry bushes, just loaded down with luscious 
red fruit. 

thought so!" Matilda cockled "Caesar didn't 
wont anybody to get those berries before lie did. 
Well, he couldn't fool ME with his silly fox stories." 
She began gobbling raspberries os fast as she 
could pick them. She ate and ate, until her crop 
was stretched like o toy balloon All of o sudden 
she felt sleepy. 
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MATILDA AND THE FOX 



(CooliDurd from Iniidc front wvrrj 

"I'll find a cool place in the woods and lake a 
nop/' she decided. "The sun is too hot here. And I 
haven't seen any fox yet — heh, heh!" 

Beyond the bushes the pine trees grew tall and 
close together. Their needles made a soft carpet 
under Matilda's feet. But the dim, shadowy light 
there frightened her o little. 1 1 made Caesar's story 
of the wicked fox seem more real. 

"I — I think I'll take my nap under the bushes," 
she murmured. Turning back. 

"Oh, no, you won't!" excloimed o snarling voice 
behind her. "You'll take your nap in my stomach, 
my fat little hen!" 

Over her shoulder Matilda glimpsed the furry 
eors and gleaming teeth of the fox, as he jumped 
ot her She flew for the bushes. 

"Caesar!" she screomed. "Help! Help!" 

At the edge of the field, the fox caught her. His 
sharp teeth seized Matildo's wing. But Coesar, the 
big, red rooster, wos racing to the rescue. 

The fox growled ot him . . . 

WHACK — Caesar's strong wing hit the brute's 
ear. R-R-RIP — Caesor's big spurs dug two long 
scratches down his nose. 

The fox yelped. He dropped Matilda and streak- 
ed away like a red-brown shadow. 

"Do you believe in foxes now?" Caesar asked, 
with gentle sarcasm. 

"Yes, Coesar," Matilda clucked, smoothing out 
her rumpled feathers. "And, whot's more impor- 
tant, I believe in YOU!" 





